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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Wiseman, B. Harper 
THE LOG AND ADMIRAL FROG 81/4 X 10 1/4; 
paper over boards; $2.50; Lib.$2.75 


Two frogs sleepily sitting by the river are terrorized by the snapping jaws 
of what seemed a harmless floating log. With all the animals in a state of panic, the 
one strong voice of a little frog shouts the answer to their problem. "Fight" is the 
word! And so under the supervision of Admiral Frog, a navy is organized consisting 
of turtle ships, bird jets and bombers, fish submarines, beaver engineers and skunk 
tear gas throwers. The synchronized attack is a victory for the animals and the de- 
feated "log" goes floating off, a tribute to the courageous little fellow who with 
cooperation and spirit can vanquish the most ominous bully. Cleverly rendered in 
comic 2 color illustrations and succinct text. (5/10. LC:61-7331) 


Haupt, Istar L. Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE STORY OF STICK-A-NOSE-IN $2.95 


Stick-A-Nose-In was a bear cub who suffered from insomnia. When winter 
came Sarah-Susan and Mutty immediately fell asleep and lonely little Stick-A-Nose-In 
decided to explore the village. But alas, in trying to retrieve some honey from a 
tree, our hero is trapped by the village blacksmith. Although he is well treated and 
befriended by little Peter-Jon who teaches him to dance to a singing flute, the odors 
of Spring are a powerful reminder of his mountain home. With difficulty but with re- 
solve the little cub and his friend separate. A mild little story with interest for 
animal fanciers. Illustrations not seen at review time. (7/19. LC:61-10491) 


Lindop, Edmund & Carlson, Jane Little, Brown 
HUBERT, THE TRAVELING HIPPOPOTAMUS $2 .95 


This is the true story of a hippopotamus who in the spirit of the daring 
explorers of another species traveled hundreds of miles through the villages and 
cities of South Africa to the incredulous stares and shouts of the inhabitants. 
Although farmers were angered by the hippo's voracious appetite and zoo keepers at- 
tempted his capture, the City Council of Durban issued an edict proclaiming Hubert's 
right to freedom, earned by his unique and harmless trek. The animal's various ad- 
ventures are synthesized for small children and his curious tale is sure to win their 
immediate attention and approval. Jane Carlson's colorful illustrations are more 
realistic than comic and help recreate the memorable Hubert. (7/20. LC:61-10489) 

j 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Lansing, Elisabeth Hubbard Crowell 
THE SECRET OF DARK ENTRY $3 .00 


Three children and their frolicsome pooch Capers are aroused when their 
favorite mailman old Joe Patches is pushed off the road by a "walking tree". An in- 
vestigation of Dark Entry, an old haunted house, turns up a letter for Mrs. Patches 
announcing her inheritance-a great fortune left by an eccentric relative. Further 
probing by the three reveals a treasure chest buried in an old mine shaft. Harassment 
occurs along the way in the form of an attempt to poison Capers, a robbery of some 
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vital books from the town library and several more dangerous obstacles deliberately thrown 

in their path. The villain turns out to be Mr. Revere, the man who posed as postal 

inspector, but who is in reality an old vaudeville actor capable of assuming many disguises 

even including that of a tree. The children are amusing and authentic and their adventures @ r 
hold interest. The most flagrant flaw is in the plot which requires all loose ends hastily 

tied up via several pages of final explanation. (7/17. LC:61-10487) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Sasek, M. Macmillan 
THIS IS MUNICH $4.25 


An addition to an alluring series which, one must confess, probably holds more 
appeal for the adults familiar with the various cities than for the children for whom they 
are intended. The drawings are bold, imaginative, creatively humorous-when occasion demands, 
and informative- but they have a somewhat mature sophistication, and their chief appeal 
lies in a recognition value rather than stimulating interest. (5/29) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION 


DuBois, Theodora Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
RICH BOY, POOR BOY $2.95 


The "rich boy, poor boy" is Pat McGill from Ireland who is visiting his wealthy 
American relatives and commutes between an island owned by his grandmother in Long Island 
Sound and a suburb of New Haven, Connecticut, where the more snobbish branch of the family 
reside. Janey Murray a "poor" neighbor of the Barrows' clan and Pat strike up a warm 
friendship and later when Pat is accused of stealing some heirloom buttons from his grand- 
mother, it is with Janey's help and ingenuity that he is able to trace down an assortment 
of clues involving a melange of characters until they recover the treasure. Naturally a 
shipwreck is included in which Pat and Janey save the Barrows' "spoiled brats” and win 
their undying gratitude. The shift of values the author has not determined for himself is @ ( 
dizzying and leaves us with a muddled and muddied impression. The Catholic school Janey 
attends and some talk of Saints are the only religious allusions. Most unsatisfactory fare, 
for a well-known writer of adult mysteries. (8/? LC:61-11323) 





Steffan, Jack Longmans, Green 
FIRM HAND ON THE REIN $2 .95 


Young Johnny's disappointment in leaving Pennsylvania for the wilds of an Idaho 
ranch gradually fades as his attention is captured by the beautiful Appaloosa, Chief, ac- 
quired from an Indian neighbor. But the affection is not mutual, for on his first ride, 
Johnny is thrown by the spirited pony. As he learns to keep a "firm hand on the rein" he 
also gains wisdom on a more symbolic level. Instead of running from the rattler poised to 
attack his father, Johnny manages to kill the creature. When father gambles sister Marg's 
education fund and the family's dwindling bank account on the town race, Johnny takes over 
and wins the final event. Colorful background material spiced with regional dialogue adds 
zest and charm to a boys' tale of the challenges and responsibilities of growing up in the 
not-so-old west. (8/? LC:61-11305) 


Garner, Alan Watts 
THE WEIRDSTONE $2.95 


Goblins, dwarfs, demons and witches all with strange and ancient names, coming 
from equally alien dounding caves and hills,enter the lives of Colin and Susan, two quite 
modern children who, on a visit to a farm near Alderley Edge, England, are sucked into the 
legend of the Weirdstone of Brisingamen, recounted as an introduction to the main story. 
The weirdstone is a magic stone which keeps a band of knights asleep until the appointed © f 
day when they must awaken to conquer Nastrond and all his evil spirits. But the Wizard 
guarding the precious gem has,alas, fallen asleep and the prize has disappeared. To Susan's 
amazement the weirdstone appears on her charm bracelet making her the object of attention 
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bri both camps. The evil sprits however, seize the bracelet and Susan and Colin, 
aided by their "friends", embark on a weird search through caves and woods over hill 
and dale, in an attempt to recover it for the Wizard. Children enamored of legend 
and fantasy, especially those for whom an army of complicated characters offer a 
challenge, will like Mr. Garner's first book. He writes not in "Americanese" but 
with the dialects and flavors of Olde England. (7/14. LC:61-10076) 


ELEVEN TO YaIRTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Brooks, Anita John Day 
THE PICTURE BOOK OF TEA AND COFFEE $3.00; Lib. $2.86 


The stories of tea and coffee are treated as separate units but follow 
identical patterns. Large crystal clear photographs do most of the telling with full 
captions and brief paragraphs tucked in between supplying the verbal information. 

In tracing the tea leaf and the coffee berry from the plantation through the various 
necessary stages before it reaches the expert taster, we are not the eager followers 
of one little plant. Rather we view men and women at work during the specific stages 
of growth, processing, manufacture and shipment in Ceylon, Formosa, India, China, 
South America, Iran, Puerto Rico (to name only a few). A topic of limited concern 
treated in terms of maximum interest. (7/24. LC:61-8270) 


Kavaler, Lucy John Day 
THE WONDERS OF ALGAE $3.50; Lib. $3.29 


How extraordinary to imagine that the green slimy substance so prevalent 
in ponds and fish tanks may one day penetrate our food, fuel and medicine - and in- 
fluence the success of missions into outer space. A discussion of the common uses of 
algae down through the ages takes us to the present revelation that this tiny substance 
may be the answer to the food and oxygen problems of men in spaceships and aboard 
nuclear submarines. Here on earth, the Japanese have been successful in applying its 
nutritive benefits to many delectable foods- soups, noodles, tea, even cookies. 
Medical science is hot on the trail of the curative effects of algae and other sciences 
are uncovering more general terms; thus anyone interested in new and unusual develop- 
ments of the scientific use of common plants, will find this intriguing. (7/24) 


Andrews, Frank Emerson Little, Brown 
NUMBERS, PLEASE $3 .00 


With opening mention of the origin of counting and record keeping, this goes 
on knowledgeably to explain the various bases of our present Arabic number system. The 
sense behind addition, multiplication (really a dispensable), division, fractions, and 
decimals is revealed through numerous examples of how these methods function, in them- 
selves and how they relate to each other. A discussion of number systems based on 10, 
20, the dozen and 2 follow. For those who are stumped by the perils of arthmetic this 
will probably not offer much solace, but for the mathematically inclined, further cla- 
rification is in store. (7/17. LC:61-5320) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Carson, John Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
HOTSHOT $2.95 


In a school divided between athletic and academic loyalties, David York, the 
"hotshot" of Coach Rybolt's basketball team becomes the central focus of the contro- 
versy. Dave knew that community pressures brought to bear on teachers would get him 
through his courses despite failing grades and would also land him an. athletic "ride" 
into college. Only Glenn Wilson, a physics teacher relentless in his ideals, would 
not succumb. Torn between his coach's demands and his girl friend's admonitions. 
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Dave comes of age at a dramatic school board meeting in which Mr. Wilson's job is at 

Stake. School standards take the helm finally and athletics shift into proper perspective. 
Many admirable idealistic points unfortunately miss their mark in an incredulous phot | 
peopled with black and white characterizations. It is difficult to believe that a foul- eS 
mouthed coach could intimidate an entire school staff or that the simple speech of a 1T- 
year old boy could bring a community of hardened businessmen to their repentant knees. 


(8/2) 


Dietz, Lew Little, Brown 
WILDERNESS RIVER $3.25 


Living in the great Northeast woods along the surging log-driving rivers can be 
walloping good fun for a young boy and his clever hound dog: And the chain of events 
which began with a dead body and ended with the unmasking of an insidious plot to blackmail 
and ruin the Grenshaw timber company was the most hair-raising experience of teenaged 
Digger's life. Competition for control of the timber industry with its great paper mills 
flamed among the companies along the Micmac. The one-time great riverman, Gus Wellman, 
could hardly save the Grenshaw when the finger of guilt pointed squarely at him. But Digger 
and his idol Nick Fales could save Gus. How they prove his innocence and reinstate them- 
selves as expert rivermen unfolds amid the savory aromas of the Northeast woods and in the 
curious homely vernacular of the surrounding townships. This, over and above the plot, is 
the distinguishing feature of the book. (8/? LC:61-10493) 


Lauritzen, Jonreed Little, Brown 
THE LEGEND OF BILLY BLUESAGE $3.50 


* Alone in the no-man's land separating Spaniards from Indians, of Spanish descent 
but of Indian environment, belonging to no people really, the legendary character of Billy 
Bluesage fires the imagination and courage of the Spanish wagon trains travelling the 
treacherous Santa Fe Trail. Young Ciro's dream is fulfilled when he befriends the flesh ® 
and blood Billy and finds his bravery and manlinessccontagious. Mistakenly the Spaniards 
take him captive, but Billy escapes in time to perform his destined task of warning the in- 
nocents of the brutal impending attack of Walkara, chief of the Utes, and in spine-tingling 
fury preventing the traditional slaughter. The reader is drawn deeply into the dramatic 
prose as the scenes shift, the tension builds and the remarkable substance affect us with 
that rare intensity that makes a character or a book memorable. (7/19. LC:61-9285) 


James, Norma Wood Longmans, Green 
BITTERSWEET YEAR $3.50 


Among the most important topics of discussion Kathy Parker and her friend Lucy 
shared were their plans for college and the meaning of Real Love. Financial havoc sends 
the Parkers suddenly to a new town where Kathy becomes embroiled in the problems and lives 
of her mother's relatives. Soon realizing that the town is dependent for its survival on 
her father's new business, Kathy generously contributes her education fund temporarily to 
the cause. Things are not'ialtogether bleak, for both Lucy and Kathy's best beau, Bob,are 
constant visitors. A series of significant incidents soon point up Bob's shallow values 
and cause a gulf in the relationship. Kathy's job as a salesgirl alongside the unscrupulous 
Deirdre creates still another important backdrop for her emerging wisdom and ideals, and, 
one year later, that postponed first day of college finds Kathy a more profound and seasoned 
human being. The author shows great skill in fashioning moods; the scene prior to college 
boards is a prime example. But sentimentality and a tendency to drift from one episode to 
the next tends to obscure her more positive efforts. (8/2 LC:61-13102 ) 
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Swift, Helen Miller Longmans, Green 
Illus. Raymond Abel SECOND SEMESTER $3.75 


Two girls, each with her own problems, come to Newhall College and find them- 
selves roommates. Hard working Carrie from a farm family is there to maintain her high 
academic standards and supplement her scholarship fund by waiting on table. All work 
and no play for Carrie....Ginnie, a transfer from another school, is there to raise 
her borderline academic average, a source of great disappointment to her illustrious 
parents. Ginnie however, longs for acceptance and friendship but is filled with self 
doubt because of her appearance. The story vacillates between both girls, focusing on 
the turmoil so common to these sensitive years. How Ginnie overcomes her obsession 
and brings her goal in from over the rainbow, how Carrie learns to recognize her own 
gifts and finds appreciation in an undreamed of male companion,are the basic story 
lines drawn alongside the ever-decreasing gulf between the girls. Matters like the 


pros and cons of sororities are given a healthy airing as well as other subjects per- 
tinent to college life. (8/7) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Moore, Patrick Criterion 
THE SOLAR SYSTEM $3 .00 


The reader remains well grounded while Mr. Moore reveals the most important 
findings of the solar system as seen from a telescope. Introductory remarks mention 
the achievements of Galileo, Copernicus and Kepler and teach how a telescope operates. 
From here we take an educated look at the sun- its surroundings, the curious sunspots, 
its spectrum; - the moon - its phases, atmosphere, surface, prevailing conditions. 
Eclipses of both these bodies are explained. We then focus our attention on the 
planets from Mercury to Pluto and come to know the "canals" of Mars, the belts and 
spots of Jupiter, the rings of Saturn as well as those strange phenomena,comets, 
meteors, asteroids and satellites. An evaluation of modern advances into space list the 
major ones (omitting Russia's most recent). This is a fine survey, intended for the 
interested though non-expert observer. (6/23. LC:60-6274) 


Beeler, Nelson F. Crowell 
EXPERIMENTS IN SOUND $2.75 


The student of science fascinated by the mysteries of sound must bring not 
only his interest put also an excellent "ear" to this book which takes up a score of 
theories about sound and encourages the reader to prove them by experimentation. 
Methods for measuring frequency are described first. The question of why sound waves 
do not produce an enormous din of confusion is scientifically explained and then the 
various media other than air for transmitting sound, the workings of sound molecules, 
the measuring of its speed, the Doppler Effect (changes in pitch) and the wonders of 
musical instruments bring us to more complex problems and experiments. These include 
sounds and electricity, the relationship between sound waves and light waves and the 
role of mathematics in determining frequencies and pitches. Although a large portion 
of the materials needed for the experiments can be found around the home, many objects 
will require a bit of hunting. Only the most proficient will undertake the projects 
in the latter section. 


Young, Rosamond McPherson Longmans, Green 
Illus, Allan Thomas BOSS KET $3.25 


The biography of Charles Kettering, inventor extraordinaire, is another 
tribute to the American dream, for it is the story of how a poor boy from an Ohio farm 
rose through his own achievements to receive the Greatest Living American Award from 
the United States Chamber of Commerce. Gifted with a deeply inquisitive nature, 
Charles learned early to scorn books that pretended to provide positive answers to basic 
scientific questions. As a young teacher in the Midwest he veered naturally toward 
educational methods sanctioned years later, always insisting on proof and experimentation. 
As a student at Ohio State University, he discovered his talent lay in electrical engi- 
neering and his first invention for the National Cash Register Company marked the be- 
ginning of his success at this time. His motivation and questions, and the economic 
needs of the times, are developed and dramatically enacted prior to each of Kettering's 
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major inventions, from the automobile self starter to the safe coolant in refrigerators 
to the diesel engine in railroad trains. The market for this book is clearly evident. 
Boys who understand automobile mechanics or a smattering of electrical engineering will 
appreciate the terminology that is so central to the story. (8/7) 


Berger, Melvin & Clark, Frank McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey 
SCIENCE AND MUSIC $3.75 


Physics, chemistry, mathematics and electronics are the hidden music makers in a 
concert hall, in your living room hi-fi, in little sister's piano practice. A brief intro- 
duction to the basic science of sound prepares us for a separate, detailed look at such 
specific sound makers as the voice, stringed instruments, the piano, percussion instruments, 
the woodwinds and the brasses. We explore the inner workings of each with a view toward a 
scientific understanding of how they function. The birth and growth of the phonograph un- 
veils the mysteries of recording today both in the making and in the playing back and explains 
the intricacies of hi-fi. There are 80 line drawings and diagrams by Gustav Schrotter and 
instructions on making a few simple musical instruments at home and on performing several 
experiments on sound. A technical depiction of music "seen" from the "ears" of the scientist. 


(5/25. LC:61-8649) 


Spence, Hartzell Watts 
THE CLERGY AND WHAT THEY DO $3.95 


One of the most difficult of subjects on the vocational level is approached with 
understanding and conviction that service to God is the highest calling. Without unctuous 
piety, Hartzell Spence, himself son of a minister, has analyzed what a minister should be 
like and what he does. He has livened his practical approach with good stories of men who 
have succeeded in their respective fields- whether Catholic, Protestant or Jewish, men whose 
lives have been adventure and dedication. He has provided sufficient straightforward and 
varied data to give background for self-searching, both before deciding to study for the 
ministry and during the process of study. He has opened many doors - showing how many chan- 
nels other than those general//accepted- the profession affords. He has even discussed the 
role of women as "clergywomen". While most of the information relates to the Protestant 
clergy, certain sections are devoted to the rabbinate and the priesthood. For the sake of 
an important book, we hope the finished text will catch some of the errors in terminology 
and even in fact. (7/14. LC:61-10081) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Marshall,- James Vance Doubleday 
WALKABOUT $2 .50 


Timeless and ageless in its appeal, this short account of two children's cast- 
away experience in a desolate part of Australia's Northern Territory originally appeared 
in England in 1959. Plaintive and touching in the story it tells, it is also visually 
extremely effective. F. R. p. 409. (7/7. LC:61-9533) 


Cadell, Elizabeth Morrow 
SIX IMPOSSIBLE THINGS $3.75 


Frolicsome summer reading, this continues the story of the Waynes of Wood Mount 
first presented in The Lark Shall Sing. Against the background of an English village where 
the forthcoming marriage of Miriam Arkwright involves everyone, the Waynes' story provides 
new ramifications. There is mystery, adventure and romance here for those who want to get 
away from it all. F. R. p. 406. (6/7. LC:61-6424) 


Steinbeck, John Viking 
THE WINTER OF OUR DISCONTENT $4.50 


A taut, realistic, controversial portrait of Ethan Allen Hawley, scion of an old 
family, confronted with a shattered fortune and a menial job. The pressures on him come to ‘S 
a head in many ways, but he is shown a way out- involving a compromise with his integrity 
and a betrayal of his standards - and he succumbs. What happens is not wholly within the 
accepted pattern - nor is the outcome predictable. But the reader's suspense is sustained 
and grave issues of responsibility are posed. Young adults may find this disturbingly 
close to the challenge they will eventually face. F. R. p. 405. (6/23. LC:61-6793) 
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White, Theodore H. Atheneum 
THE MAKING OF THE PRESIDENT $6.95 


* Listed as a Must Book in our adult section, this is a rallying point around 
which thinking young Americans will flock as well. White, a gifted journalist, takes 
the cold ashes of a political campaign and injects such a sense of immediacy that we 
relive the entire race, the whole pattern of the pre-convention months, the gruelling 
struggle in the primaries, the fight for nomination in San Francisco, the fight for 
the platform in Chicago. A perceptive analysis of the inside story of the campaign 
told with extraordinary objectivity. F.R. p. 415. (7/6. LC:61-9259) 


Thomas, Shirley Chilton 
MEN OF SPACE: Vol. 2 $3.95 


In her second volume, Miss Thomas presents ten more revealing personal 
portraits of the men in the vanguard of astronautics with a representative from nearly 
every level of this diversified science. Some names like that of Scott Crossfield may 
be more familiar than others, but from nuclear physicists to engine designers to 
directors of the various rocket projects, these are all leaders in space research, de- 
velopment and exploration. At a time when the subject of outer space is headline news 
the market for this especially among young adults should overreach its normal boundaries. 


F. R. p. 418. (6/15) 


Dolan, Edward F., Jr. Dodd, Mead 
WHITE BATTLEGROUND $3.50 


The white battleground of this title is the vast frozene xpanse of the Arctic 
wilderness to whom so many gave their lives for the adventure of its exploration. The 
book skims rapidly over the exploits of ten men who contributed most to the eventual 
disclosure of the territory's secrets including William Barents, William Baffin, covers 
many events and has more scope than some better written books on the subject. fF. R. p. 


419. (6/19) 


Martelli, George Doubleday 
THE MAN WHO SAVED LONDON $4.50 


Exciting as a novel, Hollard's story as told to Martelli is a nightmarish 
prod to the conscience of the world for although it deals primarily with one of the 
most effective spy networks in France during World War II it is also an analysis of 
"the process of human degradation" perpetrated by the Nazis whom he contends were "a 
different race". How Hollard offered his services to British Intelligence and sub- 
sequently stumbled onto the secret of the V-l rocket substantially mitigating the 
German attack on London, his sojourn as a prisoner of the Gestapo, his insightful con- 
re for a vital portrait of recent terrifying history. F. R. p. 423. (7/T. 
LC :61-953 


Colbert, Edwin L. Dutton 
DINOSAURS $7.50 


This book reads in part like a scientific detective story. It offers a be- 
lievable description of the great creatures roaming the Earth one hundred million years 
ago and tells how scientists have amassed this information. The word-pictures of as- 
tonishing animals, the theories of why they became extinct and the guide to footprints 
and relics we have of them today are all most stimulating. For the lay public. F. R. 


p. 396. (6/26. LC:61-9765) 


Gamow, George Harper 
BIOGRAPHY OF PHYSICS $4.95 


For the student or layman who wants and can take more than a cursory orient- 
ation, this is an introduction to the great names, the significant discoveries and 
major areas of investigation today. Filled with detail including unusual personal 
anecdotes of scientists, yet broadly focused on the works and lives of the masters, 
this is a serious introduction to physics and physicists. TIllustrated. F. R. p. 422, 


(7/5. LC:61-6433) 
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Jacquet, Eliane Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
HIGH HEELS IN RED SQUARE $4.50 

Her contemporaries in this country will be fascinated by Mlle. Jacquet's informal © { 
picture of Russia, unpretentious and valuable in its presentation of examples of the young 
Russian student and working class elite. As a student at Moscow University, she became 
very much a part of the city's young intellectual set and was given opportunity to travel 
widely. Not the least interesting facet of this book is the light it throws on an attract- 
ive example of the young French intellectual. F. R. p. 357. (5/22. LC:61-5209) 


Rutstrum, Calvin Macmillan 
THE WILDERNESS CABIN $5.50 


For anyone contemplating a do-it-yourself cabin in the woods, the advice drawings 
and diagrams here should prove most practical. Chapters on materials, labor, actual cons- 
truction, what kind of site to choose, whether you want a one room unimproved structure or 
a modern — building with fireplaces are all carefully detailed. F. R. p. 425. (7/10. 
LC: 61-9730 


Dollfus, Charles THE ORION BOOK OF BALLOONS Orion Press 
Rostand, Jean THE ORION BOOK OF EVOLUTION $6.95 each 


Two additions to this illustrated series, Balloons contains a discourse on free, 
captive and dirigible balloons, a history of balloon navigation and a survey of the re- 
lation of balloons to science... Evolution is made up of the history of the idea, modern 
transformism and the future of man. Many fine color plates. F. R. p. 417. (5/29) 


Army Times-£ds. Putnam 
THE HISTORY OF THE U. S. SIGNAL CORPS $5.95 @ | 


On the 100th anniversary of the Signal Corps, this well informed, profusely 
illustrated book appears to tell its colorful story. Beginning with the adoption of flag 
signalling against the Confederate Army in 1861, we go on to early balloon and telegraph 
work, later training of homing pigeons, Polar research and then 20th century experiments 
with flying, wireless and the tremendous growth of the Corps in both World Wars. A man's 
book for those interested in military achievements. F.R. p. 419. (6/19. LC:61-8337) 


Hillcourt, William . Putnam 
FIELD BOOK OF NATURE ACTIVITIES: AND CONSERVATION $4.95 


A companion to other Putnam Field Books, this revised edition should be of 
service to scout leaders, camp counsellors, teachers and any other group interested in 
nature lore. The material, updated and expanded deals with nature collections, photographs, 
observations of wild life and suggestions for various projects, the most important of which 
deal with Conservation. Illustrated. F. R.-p. 395. (6/20) 


Erratum 
Page 


260 (J-114) Casey, Rosemary- THE COUSINLY COUSINS- lines 1-2 should read Upstate 
New York, not New England. (Dodd, Mead) 
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Slim Pickings~ for the Summer Dog Days 


July is offering us little to raise the flag over. No MUST BOOKS here; one DARK 
HORSE, but so special in its appeal that we simply note it here for your particular 
attention: Mary Patchett's beguiling THE PROUD EAGLES (World). Those who will like 
it will be ardent in their Advocacy, but its not everyone's choice. Report on p.438. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


July 7 


Christie, Kate Doubleday 
GOODBYE, JIMMY, GOODBYE $3.95 


A rather bedraggled if touching story is accented by its setting- the "dead 
end of a valley"- in the Northern fells of England, and it is there that Clara, 
eighteen, and a wishful romantic, must make her compromise with reality. For while 
she is courted by two young men of the village, she is drawn- again and again- to 
Jimmy, a sodden alcoholic alone in the moldering house where he is drinking himself to 
death. Having heard stories of Jimmy- as a golden young man in his university career, 
still hoping that he can be saved- before he loses the wealth he might inherit, Clara 
goes to visit him again and again, while he abuses her, mocks her, but still devends 
on her. With his complete disintegration, it is she who goes there to ease his last 
journey-- as he is taken away.... Miss Christie writes with feeling for this isolated 
Cumberland country with its special folk speech, for this dream of a young girl and 
the specter of a hollow man, but the appeal here seems marginal. (LC:61-9189) 


‘ ee 
di Pirajno, Denti we 2 4 Doubleday 
IPPOLITA $4.95 


This first novel by an elderly Italian nobleman, doctor and statesman is 
grand-scale and traditional, and it is set in Italy around the time of Garibaldi. It 
describes the life, family and grim evolution of a miserly country Baroness, Ippolita, 
whose antecedents account for some of her traits. She comes of a line of ambitious 
peasants who usurped the local Count's land, and her mother had poisoned her husband 
when he wished to spend his money on court life. Ippolita, married by chance to a huge 
German baron, a crude Hussar with immense appetites, is repelled by his vigor, and by 
marriage. She begins to side with her mother's parsimonious views. The Baron, 
grotesque and magnificent, fathers a child and, just before his death, Ippolita, for 
once driven by an irrational force, adopts the boy. But when her "son" and her pride 
grows to manhood, marries, and makes demands on her inheritance, the aging Baroness 
refuses him and eventually is left alone with her possessions.... A sombre story is 
told with grandeur, humor and detachment, is filled with real people and an immediate 
sense of the country and times in which they lived. (LC:61-9576) 


Taylor, Alix Doubleday _ 7¢ 


GREEN AND GOLDEN $3,953 3 


Green and golden, and perhaps a little pink and white, is this memoir of a 
year in the life of Melanie, eight, expectedly "sensitive" and perhaps a revenant 
from the author's own past. Under the careful tutelage of her parents- Americans in 
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Paris, nurses and governesses, she plays in the Luxembourg Gardens with her three younger 
sisters and brothers- and fights with the gang which victimizes them; she spends summers 
in Brittany and is visited by some English cousins; she worries over her grandparents in 
America suffering from The Depression; she falls secretly in love with Nicholas, a young 
musician who practises on their piano, and becomes secretly engaged to her younger friend 
Amaury; she knows about but does not inform on the romance of their nurse with a married 
man; etc., etc. It is, all in all, a pretty, well-mannered reminiscence- airy, agreeable, 
perishable. (LC:61-9560) 


July 10 


Duncan, Thomas Doubleday 
VIRGO DESCENDING $3.95 


Big River, 3ig Man (1959) was a whale of a book, spanning three generations 
largely against a Santa Fe background. The pace of story flagged before the end, but it 
had impact. Now in V:irgc Descending Duncan has again used the Santa Fe background, but 
the story stems back only to 1930, and reviews the pattern of Solveig Skovgaard's sexual 
impact on any man she figures can forward her overwhelming ambition to be a successful 
writer. Pete McCabe, who makes a good living writing Westerns, tells the story- and his 
own humiliating and frustrating part in it. Solveig had won a trip to Santa Fe from her 
home in St. Croix on the basis of a group of poems submitted to a poetry magazine put out 
by rich, elderly Mrs. Kenwick. Pete falls for Solveig, melodramatic background and all- 
but refuses to write her autobiography for her. So she latches on to Gil Flagg- and wins 
laurels on a phony performance. Cynically, sardonically, Pete tears down the fabric of 
writing for a living- but he cannot break the hold Solveig exerts- until he goes back to 
St. Croix and unearths the truth behind the bluster of her life. It's a cheap performance, 
the satire too broad for sustained interest, the interlarding of sex episodes too garish- 
the whole an unpalatable performance for even hardened tastes. (Q) 


July 17 


Strom, Leslie Knopf 
A WEED IN THE GARDEN $2.95 


A first novel spans an intense, self-revelatory spring, here remembered and re- 
cordered in the first person. Rodger, just 18, lives in Surfly, a small industrial town, 
90 miles from New York if culturally a lot further away. Rodger, a sensitive boy, a 
spectator type, rather aimless in this his senior high school year, is overwhelmed by 
Elaine Helmer who comes to live in Surfly, Elaine whose blatant beauty and wealth would 
make her conspicuous anywhere. When Rodger meets her, she is already involved with the 
local football hero, Bob Flood, an inappropriate choice who in the months to come finds 
himself increasingly uncomfortable with the intense, original, and too demanding Elaine. 
Rodger, participating only peripherally in Elaine's life, entertains rather impossible 
romantic dreams about her. On a quixotic impulse, he helps an older Mexican woman escape 
from her husband. Later he attempts to salvage Elaine, after she is abandoned by Flood, 
but at the end they are both alone with the same "inadmissible hopes" which somehow reality 
cannot cauterize.... Over and above the allusive symbolism here (the title and its implica- 
tions), this makes a direct contact with the reader and is young and contemporary in its 


calibre and appeal. AY 
PP" 
de Montherlant, Henry w | Macmillan 
THE BACHELORS $3.95 


Originally published in 1934 in France, this is- according to Peter Quennell who 
contributes an introduction now- de Montherlant's finest novel and it appears here for the 
first time along with a collection of his essays. (See p. 444). de Montherlant, who is 
perhaps more of a writer's writer, has never been too widely read in this country and pro- 
bably the nature of this book is not one to assure the audience he deserves. The Bachelors 
tells the story of two "grotesque failures"- "laughable anachronisms" known as Gog and 
Magog to the intimates of their family- forlorn eccentrics who have turned their backs on 
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society which, in revenge, neglects them. They are M. Elie de Coetquidan, an older 
man, and his nephew Leon, the Comte de Coantre, both the leftovers of an aristocracy 
which is nothing and has nothing. Having lived for years with- and off of- M. de 
Coetquidan's sister and Leon's mother, they now- after her death which leaves them 
penniless- must leave their home on the Boulevard Arago. Leon, who has never worked 
and shows little inclination to do so, seeks “suitable employment", fails, and is sent 
away to die alone in a caretaker's cottage. Elie is boarded out.... de Montherlant, 
always known for his irony, has a great deal of compassion as well for these destitute, 
shrivelled lives, and there is the excellence of his writing, the merciléss precision 
and patience for shrewd detail. 


July 17 


Waugh, Auberon Simon & Schuster q> 
THE FOXGLOVE SAGA $3715 34 


- 


* Auberon Waugh is the son of Evelyn Waugh. He has written a comic novel very 
much in the style of his father's earlier books and the result is very successful. 
The Foxglove Saga is largely episodic and this enables the author to extend his areas 
of irreverence though it also accounts for a number of loose ends. Few representations 
of the Establishment are left untouched by Mr. Waugh's sardonic treatment: there is 
Lady Foxglove herself, addicted to Good Works and aperitifs of Lourdes water and orange 
juice; her priggish son Martin, an abominably flawless paragon; Martin's school friend, 
the unfortunate, ugly and unloved Kenneth Stout, the son of a dentist who had once had 
a suspicious relationship with Sir Derek Foxglove; Dooney, a medical student who black- 
mailed Lady Foxglove into adopting his monstrous infant after the child had scratched 
out his mother's eyes; and the pathetic Mrs. Dooney who took to incorporating her 
absurd fantasies into novels. Eventually most of these balmy characters come to dis- 
graceful, if not, macabre ends and in the process the author has humorously exposed and 
exaggerated some of the sillier aspects of institutional life - in the Church, the Old 
School, the Army, the Professions, etc., etc. 


July 21 


Scott, Natalie Anderson Doubleday rm 
THE GOLDEN TROLLOP $395.7 5 


The period is that of the Prince Regent, when Beau Brummel was arbiter of 
fashion, and morals were at their lowest ebb. The story revolves around one wench 
from the Thieves' Market whose heady ambitions and drive carried her to fame as 
London's most glamorous mistress. Her gifts as an actress made possible her quick 
changeover of personalities, as fortune dictated, and only one person, a Captain on 
Nelson's staff, knew her through every disguise and brought her through to a final and 
respectable role. It is an oddly old fashioned sort of story, of the Forever Amber 
genre, and its glamour is deeply rooted in the minutiae of the period, and the shame- 
less display of pre-Victorian London's excesses. One wonders if there is still that 
market demand- and whether a book as basically cheap as this will meet its needs. 
(LC:61-9548) 


July 24 


A 
Salamanca, J. R. Simon & Schuster, ,” 7 
S 


LILITH $1,385 


Vincent Bruce, named for the saint of the poor and the destitute, reared by 
his grandparents at his mother's early death, grows up to fulfill her sense of mission 
for him- he becomes an attendant in a small private hospital for schizophrenics in his 
Maryland small town. In working with the patients he shows not only a real dedication, 
but a definite gift, which he is to betray on meeting Lilith Arthur, an extraordinarily 
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beautiful young girl with a "perfectly constructed delusional system". Her private world 

has its own language in which she practises a kind of "religion magic". Extremely 

creative, she is equally clever; once having seduced Vincent, she uses him to indulge in 

other forbidden intimacies. Avid and abandoned, she destroys another patient, and with e 
her own deterioration, leaves Vincent with the sorrow of his abiding attraction to her and 

his failure.... While the terrain is even murkier than the earlier The Lost Country, (1958) 

this is guilty of much of the excess of the first book- the preoccupation with sexual lust 
ae cs of control which is not only Vincent's (LC:61-7018) (Q) 


July 24 


Patchett, Mary World 
THE PROUD EAGLES $3.50 


* An Australian boy's misshapen foot and his home at the foot of Bulliginan breed 
in him a passionate devotion to the wedgetail eagles that live and nest on Christmas Cake 
Hill. Aquila and Girinda earn his love and his respect, and his loyalty to them helps him 
to face inimical local opinion for he argues - as does his father - that the birds are a 
help to cattle raisers and bush farmers, and his watching of the mating, the egg raising 
and the dangers, man-made as well as nature's, that his birds survive, keep his unflagging 
interest alive. When the time comes, and he is able to have an eaglet for his own, he is 
able to prove that the old falconry rules will hold for this type of hunter, and Yarak, in 
his wildness and his attachment to Lanny, becomes a beloved pet and friend - and source of 
worry. A book, in which boy and concentrated hobby, in which the eagle endures "a battle- 
field in the struggle for liberty, touched by a pride that yields »nly to death", here illu- 
mines a striking picture of indomitable birds observed patiently and truly, understandingly 
and vividly, with a grim violence too that is part of their existence. An all out for true 
nature followers, this is exciting, unusual and holding ornithological portraiture set ina 
down-to-earth Australian bush frame. Maurice Wilson's black and white illustrations are 
graphic. (LC:61-5816) 




















July 26 € 


Annixter, Jane and Paul Longmans, Green 
PEACE COMES TO CASTLE OAK $3.95 


A crow, a ‘coon, a fox, a dog are most of young Colin's life and soon the problems 
that his family and other adults are facing become part of it too. For his sister wants to 
become a nurse, his brother returns from the war very much apart from the swamp and woods 
world he has known, and Colin's father has to fight against his sister's victimization when 
she is widowed and his own trigger fast temper. Colin is helped by Nat Stemline, a buckskin 
hero who lives off the woods, and by his own ability to take care of himself, while his father, 
protecting his older children, finds that he can control his instinct to kill when too hard 
pressed and bring peace, as do the 'coon and the fox, to the great tree, Castle Oak. A "whole 
boiling" of southern lore surrounds an intermeshed family story which touches on violence but 
which resolves its conflicts with peace - and pride. Homegrown dialect, customs and inherited 
ways keep this local in feeling and form, and a deep knowledge of the outdoor world and the 
humans who have learned its secrets gives it a special attraction. (LC :61-11302) 


July Ss g 3/9 
_ Simon & Schuster 


THE ONLY REASON $3.50 


Torres, Tereska 


An evening in Paris frames its la ronde of women in love, somewhat older than the 
four young girls of Not Yet (Crown- 1957) but again contrasting the innocence of their hopes 
with the inconstancy of experience. There's Eleanor, 35, a model, whose beauty and assur- 
ance hides the impermanence of her relationships with men who do not offer marriage; Colette, 
the very young wife of one of Eleanor's former lovers, shocked- to the point of suicide- by @ 
@ visit to a "partouze"; Luce, happily married to Denis, once Eleanor's too; and Monique, 
her sister, who works for a hospice for prostitutes, and,in attempting to salvage a girl on 
the Pigalle, is offered still another kind of love.... Again, here as in the earlier book, 
the soupcon of Saigan- and the somewhat piquant paradox of sentimental illusion and sensuous 
desire. 
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July 31 


Hoffenburg, Jack Dutton 
SOW NOT IN ANGER $5.95 


A family saga- the setting a Georgia community in which the Taylors are 
the "reigning house", dominating the local business, politics, social matters, etc. 
The story swings from present to past, to distant past, and forward again, as the 
heritage of dominance and violence, evident in one man of each generation, sets its 
mark on the history of the town and the members of the family. Wayne Taylor has re- 
turned, on news of his father's imminent death, from self-exile in Europe, still 
uncertain of how he can take his older brother's marriage to the girl he'd always 
thought his own. The split was wider than simply that; Wayne had seen Stuart murder 
a Negro, who had been brought up on the plantation and who was defending his sister 
against rape. And Jonas, the grandfather, high mogul of the community, had insisted 
on silence and protection of his favorite, Stuart. The reader traces the background, 
sees a tiny community grow into prominence, sees the change from protective, generous 
paternalism to ruthlessness- and learns the checkered story of successive generations... 
It is an interesting slashing across the community, at various levels; there is power- 
ful story telling here, albeit at times one feels that loose ends need a bit of tying 
up. Overlong, it nonetheless has many of the characteristics popular with the American 
reader. (LC:61-6011) 


July 2727 18 


Fairbairn, Douglas; Fuller, Blair; Random House 
& Mandel, George ae. $ ry? ? 
s-snoppnoums 1) Kee 


Three long short stories which, individually, are from a publishing point 
of view awkward to handle, collectively present younger writers of some talent and 
varied achievement. There's the Sa-lingering imprint in Douglas Fairbairn's The 
Voice of Charlie Pont (Fairbairn's earlier three novels were also close to this 
shorter form)- Charlie who for the five years since he left Harvard had used charm 
instead of money, who can't afford to be alone, but who now- on a stopover with his 
oldest friends in Cambridge- has reached a terminus in his purposeless, precarious 
life. And for all its casual sophistication, it's a pretty unsettling story of an 
emotional vagrant.... Blair Fuller's A Butterfly Net and a Kingdom has an African 
setting and with considerable verve and irony tells of a rigid planter's contamina- 
tion, and deterioration, under the influence of a mad Dane who collects life specimens- 
among them ignorant bush girls. George Mandel's Into the Woods of the World is per- 
haps the least successful of the three and projects in a symbolic chiarascuro the 
ravaged, distorted world to which a veteran, whose vision has been impaired, returns.... 
The market, while not appreciable, should approximate that of the Scribner Short Story 
annual. 


Madden, David 1/27 Random House  _ 
THE BEAUTIFUL GREED $or=7- 


A first novel charts the undecided course of Alvin Henderlight, the green 
new wiper aboard the Polestar, bound on a mercy mission at Christmas time for the 
victims of an earthquake in Taltal, Chile. His "royal job of wiping the asshole of 
the ship" keeps him close to his bunkmate Franco, intensifies - as does the treatment 
of the men aboard - the enigma of Franco's attitude, and turns him from responding 
to Franco's appeal to an overall suspicion of the man. Alvin becomes the "Professor" 
because of his books, becomes a scapegoat, and, in helping Franco when the bedroom 











-ho- Fiction May 15, 1961 


steward goes berserk, finds he does not want to be like the men of the crew but also that 

he does not want to be apart from them. Change of schedule takes them to Antofagasta, to 

@ whorehouse and a crisis in the relations of the men, and Alvin learns that foreign & 
places resemble home, plans to desert ship when he finds out it is headed for India - but , 
is sent back by Franco's advice to try to achieve control. A youthful search for self, 
against a background of raw masculinity, offers a study of the complex of attitudes height- 
ened by the close life aboard ship. Not for the ladies. (LC:61-10675) 


August 2 
/ 
Youd, Samuel a’ / Simon & Schuster 
THE CHOICE 4 $3.75 


This is Samuel Youd's third novel written under his own name and it concerns the 
hopeless love affair between a young businessman and a woman seven years his senior. Paul 
Arrodyce is a correct, sought-after young man of 27 whose involvements with women - usually 
married women, have always been of a casual nature, though his current affair with Stella 
has become more serious than he intended by the time he meets Ilona Davis. Ilona has a 
long standing involvement of her own - with a much older married man, which she would like 
to break off but can't. Ilona is a cool, remote science journalist but she exerts a subtle 
fascination on Paul who has always had too much of his own way. He receives a choice ap- 
pointment to Caracas from the conservative oil company he works for but he's willing to 
give it up and the makings of a comfortable career if Ilona will marry him. It develops 
that she has been using Paul merely as a buffer in her own pathetic romance and she turns 
him down at the next sign of encouragement from her older lover, leaving him to go his own 
way, alone. It's an intelligent and convincingly written novel and establishes more 
sympathy for Paul Arrodyce than one would have thought possible. 


6 
Even Crime Lags 
July 14 
Walker, Alex Simon & Schuster 
THE CIPHER $3.50 


Hoag was a defeated man. His archaeological ambitions had collapsed; he was 
still vainly trying to solve a hieroglyphic inscription; he hated teaching history; his 
wife had left him for another man of dubious sincerity- and he had no money. Then came 
the chance to translate a cipher for a rich middle easterner who turns out to be deeply 
involved in questionable political affairs. How Hoag squirms out of the job he has under- 
taken, and turns his knowledge to virtuous ends makes for a story of counterespionage 
along somewhat unusual- though not wholly successful-lines. (LC:61-9601) 


July 21 


Coles, Manning Doubleday 
SEARCH FOR A SULTAN $2.95 


A present day search for an Eastern heir sends Thomas Elphinstone Hambledon on 
@ mile-eating tour which requires the help of the French surete as well as his able aides, 
Forgan and Campbell, whose impersonations and quick ploys keep Tommy out of trouble. The 
lineal descendant - while not royal - of the Prince of Qathusn is traced through a photo- 
graph and with a full share of fleet adventuring. Transient. (LC:61-9492) © 
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HIGH ADVENTURE FOR THE ARMCHAIR TRAVELER 


June 16 


Hillary, Sir Edmund Dutton 
NO LATITUDE FOR ERROR $5.50 


More than two years have passed since the publication of 7he Crossing of 
Antarctica, a joint report of the incredible feat by the two leaders, Sir Vivian Fuchs 
and Sir Edmund Hillary. As one reads this far more personal record in the new book, one 
recalls vividly many of the near escapes and perilous ventures of the earlier book, and 
relives the heartbreak of delay, frustration, and allpervading fear of crevasses. 
There's again- though more briefly- the period of preparation; there's the grim period 
when the Theron was stuck fast in the pack-ice of the Weddell Sea; there's the trying 
period before leaving Scott Base- and the high point of achievement with the arrival 
at Plateau Depot, and again at D-700. There are the mechanical problems- and the 
problems of contact with the home base and the Ross Sea Committee. And there are the 
temperamental adjustments, played down but not unrecognized, between men who made up 
a superb team. There are the minute details of hundreds of hours of practice, experi- 
mentation, modification before 1250 miles of snow and ice were compassed for the first 
time by mechanical means in reaching the South Pole. Actually, it has the same spirit 
of high adventure as the earlier book, but more human interest, less of the British 
understatement, than the earlier book. While the news value is at minimum, the 
aficionados will find it equally absorbing reading. Illustrated with photographs. 
(LC:61-11015) 


The Doldrums in N-F Too 


No MUST BOOKS- so put all your concentration on the John Gunther- INSIDE EUROPE TODAY 
(Harper), reviwed on p. 350 and now postponed to July 24th as Mid Summer Book-of-the- 
Month selection. [In this issue's offerings, the slant to true crime is evident-— good 
for hammock reading perhaps. But not significant otherwise. 


PROBLEMATICAL 300KS- Non-Fiction 


July 7 


Johnson, James F. & Doubleday 
Miller, Floyd $3.95 
THE MAN WHO SOLD THE EIFFEL TOWER 


The outrageous life of Count Victor Lustig is a sensational note in criminal 
careers, with his record of 47 arrests with no convictions proving that his operations 
were well handled. Told by an ex-Secret Service Agent, one of a group assigned, in 
1936, to locate a master engraver of counterfeit, he later took the trouble to backtrack 
the facts of Lustig's years of swindling. This follows the man from his European begin- 
nings, his illegal activities in Paris, his early card sharping on Atlantic crossings 
(with valuable training under Nicky Arnstein) to his acceptance by the underworld in the 
United States. The way in which his confidence games worked - on bankers, businessmen, 
social climbers, even Al Capone, always letting the sucker beg to be taken- displays his 
cruel, bold character; his sales of his money making machine and the Eiffel Tower (he 
sold it twice) are skillful exercises playing on human frailty; his exploitation of a 
stagestruck girl and man finally put the police on his trail. His possible association 
with the counterfeiter brings in the Secret Service and their vigilance makes his 48th 
arrest stick, with his jail sentence ending in his death. Dashing déviltry here. 
(LC:61-9522 ) 


Kuchler-Silberman, Lena Doubleday 
ONE HUNDRED CHILDREN $4.50 


Mrs.. Kuchler-Silberman's story, which as the title would fully indicate has 
much young human interest, is also inspiriting- and at points goes one stop farther- 
inspiring, and it is divided equally between the account of how she survived the war 
years as a Jew in Poland, and how later she salvaged residual Jewish orphans. One of 
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the "disguised ones" - a Jew passing as Catholic- Lena escaped to Warsaw early in the War 
with her sister, Fela (all that was left of her family- and Fela was tortured to death by 

the Gestapo three days before the cessation of hostilities). She secured a job on a farm 
and in the city as a governess to two girls, avoided romantic notice as well as that of the =. 
Gestapo, and endured the attrition and danger which all Poles faced through the winter of 
‘hh. After the war, in Cracow, she became the "mother" (she had lost her own child- her 
husband walked out on her) of some 100 emotionally and physically destitute children, secured 
funds for a home high in the mountains at Zakopane where prejudice against the Jews survived 
and led to ugly incidents. And finally with the help of a Swiss woman and her Rescue Com- 
mittee she helped to make the exodus to France and finally Israel with her charges... It is 

a story full of determination and courage and finally faith rewarded, and as such may find 
an audience which often refuses to retrace these years of the European tragedy. (LC:61-9553) 


July 10 


Hickey, Neil Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
THE GENTLEMAN WAS A THIEF $3.95 


Known as the American Raffles, Arthur Barry's gem robberies in the '20s kept the 
police, insurance companies - and jewel-owners,concerned, confused and baffled. This is the 
story of how he went from Worcester, Massachusetts, to New York and there perfected his 
second story techniques, evaded alarm systems and watch dogs, and led a double life for, as 
Arthur Gibson, he was a familiar of Tammany's Monongahela Club and made his way into social 
circles. The Donahues, Hitchcocks, Rockefellers and Livermores were among his "clients"; he 
knew all the diamond exchanges as well as the terrain of Long Island, Connecticut, Westchester 
and New Jersey; he worked with an insurance detective at one time; most of his crimes were 
unsolved - and unpunished. His confession, to keep the woman he loved from publicity, landed 
him in jail and his escape from the Auburn State Prison set off a riot. He lived several 
years with his Anna (who was dying of cancer) but the Lindbergh kidnaping search gave him 
away and, after serving 19 years, he was paroled, with other charges against him suspended, 
and returned to Worcester where he still lives. As remarkable a career as that of The Man ” ( 
Who Sold the Eiffel Tower (see. P. 441) but far more human for all his exploits. Illustrated. 


(LC:61-10731) 
mMyAS 4// 3 


Egleson, Jim & Janet . Dutton 
PARENTS WITHOUT PARTNERS $4.50 





A very everyday situation has its first consideration in book form, and Jim 
Egleson, a co-founder of a relatively new mutual aid group with the above name, in which 
his wife has also been very active, discusses the many aspects for old and young - "the 
emotional fallout"- in the single parent household. Divorce, while perhaps more cushioned 
than death, carries more stigma- and the double trouble areas of visitation and money. 
Emphasized, particularly, is the need to protect- rather than destroy- the child's rela- 
tionship with his father (no matter how worthless he may be); the anomalous position of the 
father who is usually without custody and his difficulty in maintaining continuity with the 
child in a part-time situation; how the visit should be handied- for the child's sake, and 
where; the different problems of the widowed- handling the question of death with the child, 
and accommodating one's life thereafter; remarriage and the position of the stepparent; 
all of this is handled with realistic recommendations for all involved and with a good deal 
of sound opinion- judicial and psychiatric- behind it. (LC:61-6016) 






July 14 


Alonso, Dr. E. Martinez Doubleday 
MEMOIRS OF A MEDICO $4.50 


Dr. Alonso met Conrad Hilton when he gave him a vitamin shot, which later led to 
his appointment as house doctor at the Castellana Hilton in Madrid. Fortunately, the 
dramatic content of both his life- and medication- is at a somewhat higher level as his 
reminiscence continues. Born in Spain, Dr. Alonso was educated both in Glasgow and Liverpool, 
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and his book is perhaps most interesting in its emphasis on the years he spent as a 
front line surgeon serving on the Communist side during the Civil War, doctoring and 
assisting in escapes, finally making his own back to England where he went into action 
again briefly against the Germans. After the war he returned to Madrid, and the last 
third of his book is a mixed caseload from his consultation room, from the vagaries 

of itinerant patients at the Castellana Hilton, celebrities, bullfighters, etc. to his 
more serious cancer victims. Dr. Alonso writes with open sentiment and sincerity 
rather than distinction. (LC:61-9536) 








July 14 





Beeby-Thompson, Arthur Doubleday 
BLACK GOLD: The Story of an Oil Pioneer $5.95 


England's "Grand Old Man of Oil" tells his story of 60 years as a consulting 
petroleum engineer. As history, it may have interest to some people. His travels in 
many lands---the Gold Coast, Baku, Barbados, Roumania, the U.S., Mexico, etc.---do 
provide a certain picturesque view of those countries in former years. His story of 
the development of oil drilling too has a certain historical value. Unfortunately his 
style is turgid, his thinking that of a kind of conservative one rarely finds in print 
any more. Taken for that aspect, however, his story does offer a certain perspective 
on the conservative mind---one which may only amuse some, but will enlighten others 
about a generation which will soon vanish from this world. (LC:61-9478) 


Daniel, Hawthorne Doubleday 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES FOR EVERYONE $3.95 


This book has its place - and its market. But one can, even so, regret the 

fact that an opportunity to give the subject color and vitality is sacrificed to the 

e presumed necessity of packing in the pertinent facts. Actually, what Hawthorne Daniel 
has set out to do is to trace the progress of the Library Service Act in its various 
ramifications, developments and regional operation. He has done this against a compe- 
tent but uninspired history of the public library taking shape as part of the American 
scene;- its sparse and inadequate beginnings, the figures such as Dewey and Milam who 
gave it the impetus that brought it to the point where the Library Service Act could ~ 
be conceived and executed. A few- very few- other figures emerge, but there is little 
flavor of the varieties of experience attendant on the growth across the nation, 
whether in city, town, county, rural or state library level. Someday perhaps this 
story will be told. The bulk of the space is reserved for careful accounting of the 
implementation of the Library Service Act, and this should be of concern to librarians, 
to library schools, and to those numerous organizations dealing with libraries, and 
needing background on the new shape of library operation. But for the general reader, 
this holds little interest. (LC:61-8881) 


maya 9/24 


Hanson, Lawrence & Elizabeth Holt, Rinehart & Winston 
IMPRESSIONISM: GOLDEN DECADE $5.00 


The Impressionists, whose epilogue reads as tragic irony considering the astro- 
nomical sums their paintings fetch today, dramatically come to life as men interacting 
with each other, opposed to their times, in a revealing and cohesive investigation of 
their lives and art. Separate biographical sketches of the outstanding representatives- 
Manet, Degas, Pissarro, Monet and Renoir, cover their early years and lead into the 
famous association of landscape artists, innovators, who took their canvases from the 

@ studio out into the open air. The growing esprit de corps with Manet and Degas reached 
a pinnacle in the post war decade, from 1872 - 1882, a time which demanded a break with 
romanticism. Their binding philosophies - truth of vision, the desire to capture a 
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particular moment in time, the reflection of beauty in the common people, the replacement 

of imagination for observation, the revolution against the studied pose - led to a stormy 
collaboration in three major exhibitions, each a public fiasco and an affront to Salon - 
standards. The disagreements among them in personality and goal, their various minor suc- 
cesses, and more often, heartbreaking failures, the stylistic influences on each other and 

their final disintegration as a group are illuminated enthusiastically and with perception 

by a team well known for their established work in the field of popular art appreciation. 
Tllustrated. (LC:61-11037) 


July 17 


Shew, E. Spencer Knopf 
A COMPANION TO MURDER $4.50 


Fanciers of British crime will find this "Dictionary of Death by Poison, Death 
by Shooting, Death by Suffocation and Drowning, Death by the Strangler's Hand, 1900-1950" 
of much pertinent interest. For here are compact reports on the murders and murderers, on 
the judges, advocates, points of law, some legal terminology, examination of testimony and 
other aspects of the cases, from A ("Acid Bath" Murders) to Z (Zemenides, Angelos). There 
are cross-references to names figuring in a case, and, at the finish of a section, referring 
to the bibliography with its list of 230 books. The "Table of Murder" is made up of cate- 
gories (Maniacal Murders, Murder by Prussic Acid, etc.) with the cases listed underneath and 
there is an index of names not given separate entries in the text. While no encyclopedia, 
there are many of the best-known (Crippen,George Joseph Smith, etc.) and some of the little 
known murders of this half century to inform and instruct connoisseurs. (LC:61-14626) 


de Montherlant, Henry ]- 8] Macmillan 
SELECTED ESSAYS $5.00 

These intelligently chosen and admirably translated essays by the contemporary 
French novelist and playwright serve to give us quite a complete picture of this man and 
his philosophy. A soldier, a bull-fighter, an athlete as well as a brilliant writer, he 
is best known abroad for his novels and plays. But according to Peter Quennell, who has 
written an illuminating preface, his scope is wider still. Who is this mysterious master 
of the French language who both fascinates and repels? Quennell sums him up as "...'a man 
of the Renaissance'; and certainly he shows little likeness to the average 20th century 
artist, being a lapsed Catholic, who cannot forget his faith; an artist who has ridiculed 
the nobility without losing his sense of inherited privilege; a solitary who has never 
ceased to prize the companionship of his fellow human beings... he may recall the Renais- 
sance ...he also suggests those military-religious organizations of the Middle Ages..." 
These essays compass periods of de Montherlant's life from adolescence to his present age 
of sixty and reveal his philosophy of opposites. The mixture is unusual and whets the 
appetite for more. Recommended. (See P. 436 for his novel.) 


July 19 


Auerbach, Charlotte Harper 
THE SCIENCE OF GENETICS $4.95 


A clear but quite scientific discussion of what the dictionary defines as the 
"tendency of like to beget like", this makes the bridge from the genetic laws which Méndel 
first articulated to the traits they may- or may not- determine. Along with the calculable 
risks, there are still many unknowns. While genetics is a fairly complex science, Dr. 
Auerbach's clear text along with 75 line drawings should help to clarify it for the interested 
reader and her survey ranges from the present day knowledge of dominant and lethal genes, to ™ 
human blood groups (and possible counseling for certain legacies), positive versus negative 
eugenics, sex determination and transmission, twins- the ideal testing ground for the "nature- 
nurture" problem), the chemistry of the genes, mutation, etc. While not as popular a 
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presentation as You and Heredity which appeared many years ago, it is an authoritative 
documentation of the scientific game of chance, with a good deal of illustrative 
material on its application in animal and plant breeding. Illustrated. (LC:61-6429) 


July 19 


Azoy, Col. A. C. M. Longmans, Green 
CHARGE! $3.95 


A retired Army man with many books to his credit now tells the story of 
the Spanish-American War, and especially of that great charge against heavy odds up 
San Juan Hill, which won the War and became a legend in U.S. History. The details 
of the events leading up to the War---international tension, then the sinking of the 
Maine in Havana harbor---create an excellent stage for the story of the fight itself. 
How a special volunteer force was raised and trained, how it fought at El Pozo and 
San Juan, and how it dealt with disease, heat, and other hardships, are a credit to 
the American spirit. General Shafter, William Randolph Hearst, and other notables 
are described briefly in the story. The only drawback to this spirited little book is 
the author's sometimes unfortunately pompous style. Certain ambiguities exist, certain 
faults, which slows the reading of an excellent story. The book, especially as it 
deals with Cuban-American relations and events leading up to the War, will be of 
special interest in light of the present Cuban situation. (LC:61-11303) 


July 21 


Eberhart, Beth Doubleday 
A CREW OF TWO $4.50 


A first person account of when you can "really begin to live" (the children 
married and away, the war over and an opportunity to do what you want) is dominated 
by Vady's ambition to be his own man, to live off the land - and to do it in Alaska. 
Beth, thinking it a short term proposition, makes the best of living in a wanigan 
(floating bunk house), becomes an unwilling navigator and pilot when they reclaim the 
Stinky, and has a full time job when Vady buys the Emblem, a troller for fishing. She 
gives a most personal report on their diccouragements as they travel from Ketchikan to 
Wrangell, in and out of coves, harbors and anchorages, on their excitement when king 
size fish are caught, on the grueling daily schedules when the fishing is good and the 
catch rewarding, on the conflict between Vady's delight in a dream come true and her 
despair over a way of life that terrifies her (she is afraid of water), exhausts her, 
and is far from her dream (a quiet existence in a house on land). But their first 
season shows a profit - and, although she has run away from it, she is ready to go 
back, this time on a fish buying scow. A close-up of a type of Alaskan living, this 
is a colorful portrayal of the coastal areas, the fishermen, history at first hand 
from Indians,- and of an established marriage that still has its quota of adjustments. 
The sudsy femininity here will not attract every member of her sex. Chapter decora- 
tions by the author. (LC:61-8791) 


Graves, Robert Doubleday 
COLLECTED POEMS $5.95 


With the "crowning privilege" of the chair of poetry at Oxford bestowed on 
him in February, Robert Graves appropriately brings out his new collection of his 
poems. In each of four earlier collections- the last in 1955- he has suppressed those 
that did not pass muster, and has done this again here. A versatile man- an erudite 
and imaginative scholar, a brilliant, evocative writer of historical fiction, a free 
swinging critic of other writers' poetry, we are reluctantly reaching the conclusion 
that he is himself a mediocre poet. This reader feels that not one of the verses here 
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can claim music or magic. At every step his erudition (the quality he derides in Pound 

and Eliot), his Irish wit, his fear of cant and rhetoric, trip him up. Moreover, although 

the poems are arranged in roughly chronological order, they show small evidence of growth 

or inward vision. One of the satirical poems is about himself: "The lost, the freakish, - 
the unspelt drew me: for simple sights I had no eye." There is Graves the poet in a nut- 

shell. Probably on his name the volume will sell. He is after all one of the outstanding 
colorful, maverick literary figures of our day. (LC:61-9194) 


July 24 


Holmes, Paul McKay 
THE SHEPPARD MURDER CASE $5.00 


The Chicago Tribune reporter who covered the trial of Samuel H. Sheppard, the 
handsome, wealthy, young Cleveland osteopath, accused and convicted of killing his pregnant 
wife Marilyn, is again reviewedin considerable detail and with great doubt as to the justice 
of the verdict. Holmes makes it clear from the beginning that Sheppard was a marked man in 
an overpublicized trial influenced by popular opinion, as well as the victim of his wealth, 
the general prejudice against osteopathy, poor press relations, and his marital delinquency 
(he had had other women- and in particular a Miss X). While the crime itself, and the rerun 
of the trial testimony, is not too interesting, certain facts are: the capability of the 
dynamic prosecutor- Gerber- and his suggestion (altogether unproved) that the murder weapon 
was a surgical instrument; the lack of any real evidence; the imputation that Sam's injuries 
(a fractured neck vertebra) were trivial and self-inflicted. More challenging and more 
decisive are the revelations that followed the sentence: a leading criminologist's report- 
not with too little but too late- that there had been a third person- and the confession 
(pursued by Erle Stanley Gardner and his Court of Last Resort) of a convict, claiming to 
have been the intruder. In any case those who follow true crime (and scandal) will find 
the annals open to speculation- the presentation partisan but persuasive. (LC:61-12750) 


Brady, William, M.D. Prentice-Hall 
AN 80 YEAR OLD DOCTOR'S SECRETS OF POSITIVE HEALTH $3.95 


"Qld Doc Brady", as he refers to himself, is a popular (California) columnist 
(syndicated in some 80 papers) and is a prime example of a man still in his prime. Long- 
evity he believes is a vascular question- a "man is as old as his arteries" which is more 
than just a question of cholesterol. Vite - the word he has coined to represent the key 
to youth at any age- depends on many things, beginning with the care of your teeth and mouth, 
emphasizing dietary factors such as calicium- iodine- and vitamins, and including a regimen 
of exercises. He discusses as well many phases of chronic illness (indigestion, the common 
cold, tonsils- in vs. out, joint disability, heart, etc., etc.) and makes definite recom- 
mendations which preclude excessive dosing (certainly with the miracle drugs) and more ex- 
treme measures unless absolutely necessary. Old-fashioned, moderate, Dr. Brady's opinions 
seem more obstreperous than they really are and there may be many who will be ready to 
practise what he preaches although there is none of the sure-cure-allure of Folk Medicine, 
etc.- just the common sense. (LC:61-12000) 


July 27 


Schurz, William Lytle Dutton 
BRAZIL $6 .00 









Brazil is perhaps the most important of the South American countries in the 
eyes of the average U. S. citizen, but how little actually we know about it! Recently, 
the creation of Brasilia, virtually from nothing, as the new capital, has dramatized 
modern Brazil. We know that her coffee is vital to her economy- important to ours. But & 
our knowledge is spotty. This book- while not a quicky in any sense- answers most of the 
questions on her history, economics, politics, government, geography, peoples, agriculture, 
climate, etc., etc. One gets a clear-cut sense of her industrial potential- her economic 
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problems, her importance as an area of development and investment. Brazil's dilemma 
and its solution is closely linked to the American economy in general. She has "a 
fund of international good will such as no other nation has" - and the U.S.A. must 
sustain this by giving her a chance to realize her destiny. This book should help 
towards a basic understanding, though it will appeal only to those with a sincere 
desire to know some of the potentials. (LC:61-5038) 





July 7? 


Briggs, William A.-Ed. Grove 
ANTHOLOGY OF ZEN $2.95 paper 





This is a selection of representative works on Zen Buddhism bringing to- 
gether a variety of points of view about a very specialized area. The writers are 
philosophers, psychologists and religionists, both Easterners and Westerners. The 
longest section is, in various ways, an exegesis of the tenets of Zen Buddhism, its 
basis, the attitudes involved in its daily practice, its unusual pedagogy, its cere- 
monies, myths, and its achievements. But over and over again the writers insist 

that, like all mystical experience, the content of the Zen experience is ineffable. 
Attempts may be made to describe it but it can never be explained and even an effort 

to explain it is in itself a perversion of Zen's fundamental insistence: that ex- 
perience and life are primary while cult, theory and learning are very secondary. Many 
of the essays are devoted to tracing Zen's historical development -:as a school of 
Buddhism whose foremost saint is Bodhidharma and whose followers are practical mystics. 
Other sections of the anthology are devoted to the appeal of Zen in the West and the 
practices of Zen meditation. As an introduction to a generally misunderstood subject 
the book is an enlightenment; it also performs a valuable service in bringing together 
widely scattered material. (LC:61-6714) 


\4 Random House 4 


Cameron, James 
$42 3 


THE AFRICAN REVOLUTION 





This book is a comprehensive survey of the current political and economic 
situation on the entire continent of Africa. Within the limitations of what such a 
vast undertaking implies it is a competent and clear presentation. The author, a 
British journalist, begins by providing some background on the kind of history Africa 
has had, the size and distribution of its population, and its material resources. He 
then examines each country separately, devoting the most space to the Union of South 
Africa and the Congo. He attempts to define the various differences in African 
nationalism and he makes the point that there is no single constant in Africa, that 
"the issues which face the French in Algeria have little in common with those that 
faced the Belgians in the Congo or the British in Kenya". The book is primarily des- 
criptive, not analytical but the author does draw some final conclusions - which 
would be apparent to political students. For example he points out the absurdity of 
expecting these new nations to establish themselves within a parliamentary system 
dependent upon a permanent opposition. He notes that, at present, what African unity 
there is, is maintained by compromise and a hatred of European colonialism, and that, 
among the under-developed nations, it is China that is seen as the symbol of progress. 


(LC:61-13844 ) 
7/[i2 
Kahn, E.J., Jr. Random House 


A REPORTER HERE AND THERE ger y te 


A bouquet garni presumably from the New Yorker (the earlier- Who Me?-1949) 
is an agreeably disarming, discerning collection of pieces: Some are local, personal 
and more incidental- from the great snow of '47 when his home became a hostel for a 
@ number of stranded truck drivers, to summering in Truro, and Cape Cod history- past 
and present, to taking his youngsters to a launching of the atomic submarine Seawolf 
to Reflections from Behind a Safety Belt and some assorted views of plane travel, 
etc., etc. There are a number of travel pieces- from a western trip with his wife 
and boys, to another summer in Europe, to an Intourist view of Russia. And there are 
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three excellent examples of more substantial reportage on the Berlin Airlift, on three 
months in Korea in 1951, and on Alaska after her statehood. A scattered commentary which 
offers easygoing, occasional reading. 





Kaplan, Abraham 7°, Random House 
THE NEW WORLD OF PHILOSOPHY " $ 22 


9 lectures on contemporary world philosophies, recently delivered at UCLA, cover- 
in order- Pragmatism, Analytic Philosophy, Existentialism, Freud & Modern Philosophy, Com- 
munism, Indian Philosophy, Buddhism, Chinese Philosophy and Zen. This is quite a handful. 
But though the space devoted to each philosophy is limited, it is on the whole well-packed, 
concise and intelligible. Most of it also is fascinating, acute, neatly phrased and tidily 
definitive of the many varied ways in which the human mind attempts to deal with the dilemma 
of life. It is perhaps by its very form and purpose perhaps too composed and fairly thought- 
out to be an electrifying book (in which of these attractive life-views can one believe?); 
and one wishes there were more of each; but it is an absorbing study and the clear, thought- 
ful light in which it surrounds many complex ideas makes it well worth reading and re-reading. 
(LC:61-10671 ) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 


Ql Viereck, Peter- THE TREE WITCH- from 5/30 to 6/15 (Scribner) 
211(R)Miller, Randolph C.- CHRISTIAN NURTURE AND THE CHURCH- from 4/10 to 6/5 (Scribner) 
355 Mager & Katel-fds.- CONQUEST WITHOUT WAR- from 5/15 to 6/26 (Simon & Schuster) 
365 Asquith, Lady Cynthia- MARRIED TO TOLSTOY- from 6/5 to 8/9 (Houghton Mifflin) 
369 Stevenson, Elizabeth- LAFCADIO HEARN- from 6/12 to 7/10 (Macmillan) s 
395 ‘Clarkson, Jesse D.- A HISTORY OF RUSSIA- from 6/23 to fall list (Random House) 
416 Potter, William H., M.D.- YOU AND YOUR DOCTOR- from 5/24 to 5/31 (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
420 Tanzer, Lester- THE KENNEDY CIRCLE- from 6/23 to 6/16 (McKay-Luce) 
422 Miller, Helen Hill- GREEK HORIZONS- definite date 6/15 (Scribner ) 
423 +Roethke, Theodore- I AM SAYS THE LAMB- from 7/7 to 7/21 (Doubleday) 

AND PLEASE..... 
If your bulletins fail to reach you, please notify us promptly while we still have reserves. 


P.S, on 


Adams, Sherman Harper 
FIRST HAND REPORT $5.95 


A rather startling omission in the galleys on which our report (page 415) was based 
is filled in with the final proofs now received. That is the chapter close to the end 
dealing with Adams‘ own departure from the White House. This is essential to a sound ap- 
praisal of the book as a whole and that in spite of the fact that its tenor is the same. 
In no sense an apologia or a defense, this chapter- [ Leave Washington- is simply a clearcut 
statement of the facts as Adams sees them. He places the onus directly on the right wing 
Republicans fearful of his power and on the Democrats anxious to get him into public dis- 
favor. He acknowledges- somewhat naively for a seasoned politician- his mistake in taking 
the responsibility of handling some pretty hot potatoes, of sending on requests for informa- 
tion and passing on inquiries, without appreciating the indubitable fact that by so doing 
he was using his position as a lever. That some of these sources were venal, that some of 
the contacts turned out to be engaged in illegal practises, were not factors then involved ae 
but simply made use of later. The fact that “everybody's doing it", and he was merely a 
scapegoat, does not in the afterview redeem him but his plausible presentation makes one 
accept his personal probity. (6/21) 
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